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"4 farmer went out to plant some seed. *As he scattered it
across his field, some seeds fell on a footpath, and the birds came andate
them °Other seeds fell on shallow soil with underlying rock The plants
sprang up quickly, °but they soon wilted beneath the hot sun and died
because the roots had no nourishment in the shallow soil. " Other seeds fell
among thorns that shot up and choked out the tender blades. ®But some
seeds fell on fertile soil and produced a crop that was thirty, sixty, and
even a hundred times as much as had been planted. - Matt 13:3-8 (NLT)

4" 4gain, the Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of a

man going on a trip. He called together his servants and gave them money

to invest for him while he was gone. ©He gave five bags of gold to one, two
bags of gold to another, and one bag of gold to the last—dividing itin
proportion to their abilities—and then left on s trip. ' The servant who
received the five bags of gold began immediately to invest the money and
soon doubled it. " The servant with two bags of gold also went right to work
and doubled the money. ® But the servant who received the one bag of gold
aug a hole in the ground and hid the master’s money for safekeeping.

2" After a long time their master returned from his trip and called
them to give an account of how they had used his money. % The servant to
whom he had entrusted the five bags of gold said, 'sir, you gave me five
bags of gold to invest, and I have doubled the amount.’*! The master was
full of praise. 'Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have been
faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more
responsibilities. Let's celebrate together!’” - Matt25:14-21 (NLT)

I. The Fruitful Kingdom Life
e What constitutes a fruitful Kingdom life?
The good soil represents the hearts of those who truly accept God's

message and produce a huge harvest—thirty, sixty, or even a hundred
times as much as had been planted. - Matt 13:.23 (NLT)

e What needs to go?

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. °He cuts off every
branch that doesn't produce fruit, and he prunes the branches that do
bear fruit so they will produce even more. - John15:1-2

e Connected to the source

"Yes, I am the vine, you are the branches Those who remain in me, and I in
them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing -
John 15:5

IT. Impediments To A Fruitful Kingdom Life

1.1
The seed that fell on the hard path represents those who hear the Good
News about the Kingdom and don't understand it Then the evil one comes
and snatches the seed away from their hearts. -Matt13:19

2.5
The rocky soil represents those who hear the message and receive it with
Joy. But like young plants in such soil, their roots don't go very deep. At
first they get along fine, but they wilt as soon as they have problems or
are persecuted because they believe the word. -Matt 13.20-21

3. W

The thorny ground represents those who hear and accept the Good News,
but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the cares of this life and
the lure of wealth, so no crop isproduced.  -Matt13:22

4. F
Then the servant with the one bag of gold came and said, 'sir, I know
you are a hard man, harvesting crops you didn’t plant and gathering crops
you didn't cultivate. °°I was afraid I would lose your money, so I hid itin
the earth and here itis.’ -Matt 25:24-25

5.L
But the master replied, 'You wicked and lazy servant! - Matt 25:26

You didn't choose me. I chose you. I appointedyou fo go and
produce fruitthat will last. - Jesus  (John15:16 NLT)
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